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Abstract 

Citizenship education is a type of education that searches for sustainable learning needed for 
the maintenance and improvement of our quality of life and the quality of generation yet 
unborn. Citizenship education is a veritable tool for national reconstruction as a result of 
dynamic nature of our educational system which searches for quality. This paper critically x-
rays the concept of citizenship education and contemporary issues requiring citizenship 
education to combat. The paper is not unmindful of challenges inherent in the implementation 
of the course of study, such as ineffectiveness in the teaching of the course, inadequate time 
allotted for teaching of the course among others. The paper concludes by making a number of 
recommendations of which if relevant authorities take seriously could reposition citizenship 
education. Restructuring of the curriculum and adopting multidisciplinary approach in the 
teaching of the course are part of such recommendations. 
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Citizenship education is that which teaches what it means to be a good citizen of a 
community, his responsibilities in the society, his limitations and the fundamental rights he is 
supposed to enjoy as stipulated in the constitution. It also teaches why it is important for one to be 
patriotic to the country and love his fellow countrymen so that unity, progress and stability will be 
promoted. The idea of citizenship involves rules of what a citizen might do such as voting and paying 
taxes and can refuse to do such as pledging allegiance. 

Education for citizenship is a set of practices aimed at making young people and adults better 
equipped to participate actively in democratic life by assuming and exercising their rights and 
responsibilities in the society. Osakwe (1993) defines citizenship education as a system for the 
acquisition and internalization of the value, sentiment and norms of society in which they live and get 
involved to ensure that the common good of the citizen is catered for including resisting anti-social 
and unguided youthful exuberance. Osakwe went further to say citizenship education conveys to the 
learner the body of knowledge, set of values and behavioural orientation that are considered vital and 
necessary for the sustenance and wellbeing of the people. Salmamza (2012) sees citizenship education 
as a conscious effort to inculcate in the youth, a set of values and attitudes contingent on the needs 
and problems of the society. 

It is the objective of citizenship education to develop young people to become responsible 
citizens who can understand their rights and responsibilities and can play an important role in 
development of the society. In other words, citizenship education requires a citizen to be well 
informed, gather facts, reject ethnocentrism, religious jingoism and encourage national consciousness. 
This means that citizenship education will develop in the individual skills, attitude and values that will 
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enable them to show concern for the wellbeing and dignity of others, respecting the worth of others 
and approaching civil decisions in rational manner. 

 In the opinion of Butt (2000), citizenship education is concerned with promoting 
understanding of the ideals of democracy and a renowned commitment to the values and principles of 
democracy. That does not mean that democracy should; be presented as utopia. Democracy is not 
utopian, and citizens need to understand that the less they become cynical, apathetical or simply 
withdraw from political life when their unrealistic expectations are not met. To be effective citizens, 
citizenship education must be realistic; it must address the central truths about political life. 
It is the concern of the paper to bring to the fore contemporary issues in citizenship education, some 
of the challenges being faced and how to go about it. The paper made some recommendations to 
conclude it. 
 
Concept of Citizenship Education 

There are multitudes and countless areas of fields of human endeavour, each with its own 
peculiarity. For one to have good grip of the embodiment of each or any, one needs education on it. 
Education may be defined as the training, teaching, sensitization and socialization of a learner towards 
effective and result oriented performance of roles. The education of an individual concerning himself 
and his state that will only socialize but emancipate and transform him for functional roles in a 
dynamic society is citizenship education (Anumba, 2013). 

Ndoh (1997) says citizenship refers to membership of a given state or nation. It therefore 
follows that a citizen is any legal member of any particular state. Citizenship education will enable 
members of a society to acquire full knowledge, not only of the state, but necessity of total conformity 
with accepted ways and standards of life of the people; the need for full compliance with rules and 
regulations and total allegiance to the state. The summary of it all is the need for relevant education 
that will transform the citizens to live legally in the society and contribute meaningfully to its 
progress. It is this kind of socialization, orientation and training that can properly be referred to as 
education for citizenship. According to Nkang (2007), education should be relevant to the needs of the 
learner which changes from time to time. She added that a lot of things have been done to make the 
new system relevant to the needs of the Nigerian people. 

Every nation has roles towards its nation-building and therefore need capable role players for 
a strong and reliable nation. To perform their full potentials, the citizens need relevant citizenship 
education. No one gives what he does not have. Effective and relevant education for citizenship is, 
therefore, compulsory for all and sundry in a society, particularly the youth in the contemporary 
period when things are not falling apart, but are no longer at ease with all rules the world over, 
especially in Nigeria. Curious crimes and insecurity in Nigeria need concrete measures to fight them, 
this is where citizenship education becomes relevant and it should be spread out to reach the entire 
citizenry especially the youths. 
 
Contemporary Issues Requiring Citizenship Education to Arrest 

Wikipedia (n.d.) sees any issue which has its implications, applicability, relevance, 
significance, effect and material presence in the present time or at its given frame (period) of time can 
be sorted as contemporary issues. It is any event, idea, opinion or topic in a given subject that is 
relevant to the present day. Contemporary issues can be found in almost any matter of interest. As it is 
in other matter of interest so it is in citizenship education. 
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In the past 3 decades, Nigerians have witnessed dramatic oppression from the military 
dictators and have seen one authoritarian regime after another toppled in the midst of different forms 
of political violence. Even with the enthronement of democracy in Nigeria in 1999, ethnic conflicts, 
massive corruption, religious violence, vandalization of public facilities became rife. (Abutu & Ifediti, 
2012). Today, Nigeria is battling to wipe out insurgency majorly in the North East, Niger Delta 
militancy, armed robbery, kidnapping, human trafficking, prostitution, child-labour, human rituals, 
cultism and so many more. Furthermore, the spate of corruption in Nigeria is pervading every aspect 
of national life from technocrats to the politicians. The agitation for confederacy and outright 
secession has been all over the place. Consequently, the loss of value, the imbibing of false values, the 
lack of self-spiritedness, patriotism etc. have become the lots of Nigerians. These social ills have 
pervaded all sectors, all aspects of the society that constitute the essential challenges with which in 
reality Nigerians have to contend. These ills are likely to have been caused by what Olibie & Akudolu 
(2013) summed up as: 

The seemingly perpetual subservience of the Nigerian population, their incapability to 
empower themselves and put themselves on the driver’s seat of the vehicle for development, their 
powerlessness to engineer political, social and economic change and transformation, have collectively 
created the environment that led to this present poor conditions. p. 95 

Authors such as Edozie (2009) agreed that the absence of an informed and participatory 
citizenship is responsible for these problems. This implies that a good number of Nigerians are yet to 
understand and demonstrate the type of citizenship qualities necessary for the human and material 
development of the country. Hence Olatunji (2011) opined that the best way to change the Nigerian 
situation is to strengthen her democracy and meet the challenges of this millennium to generate a 
universal, qualitative, excellent citizenship education for every child in the country. This is in line 
with Walson-Jack (1999) who noted that a world class citizenship education is essential to combating 
the fear, the ignorance, the prejudice and apathy that undermine freedom today in form of ethnic, 
religious, racial and economic depression. 

Citizenship education in its ideal form seeks to engage citizens in their communities and 
schools by teaching them the skill necessary to effectively participate in civil society. Citizenship 
education is construed broadly to encompass the preparation of young people for their roles and 
responsibilities as citizens and, in particular, the role of education (through schooling, teaching and 
learning) in their preparatory process. Effective citizenship education that teaches people how to 
participate and effect positive change within their environment is critical to the development of a 
lasting commitment to civic participation. According to Mhlauli (2012), the aim of citizenship 
education classes is to develop young people into responsible citizens who understand their rights and 
responsibilities and can play an active part in the society. The subject should educate children on how 
bad laws can be changed and better ones promoted, tend to create apathetic subjects rather than active 
citizens. Citizenship education involves shaping the development of character with a view to 
improving man and the society. To this end, citizenship education must convey fresh knowledge, 
develop existing aptitude and import useful skills so as to help learners develop the type of quality life 
that involves respect not only for human beings but also for fauna and flora existing on the planet. The 
Nigerian government in the national policy on education recognized the place of citizenship education 
and consequently included it in the schools’ curricula (FRN, 2004). Furthermore, the Nigerian 
Educational Research and Development Council developed a civic curriculum for the inculcation of 
citizenship education in Nigerian primary and junior secondary schools. 

Addressing Contemporary Issues in Citizenship Education in Nigeria 
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Challenges 
In Nigeria, colleges of education are charged with the responsibility of producing qualified 

and competent teachers for primary and junior secondary school level. In these institutions, 
citizenship education is taught as general course. Olibie & Akudolu (2013) noted that the course 
content is limited to some basic concepts in political science such as organs of government, 
democracy, socialism, political parties, power and authority. One could certainly see some discourses 
between the citizenship education whose curriculum was via civic education curriculum of the 
primary and junior secondary schools on one hand and the curriculum used to prepare the teachers 
that would deliver the curriculum. It is certainly true that the knowledge and skills of citizenship 
education can be organized into political science course. 

The ineffectiveness of teaching citizenship education in our schools is visible in the attitudes 
and character of our students and adult who have claimed to have undergone some learning and are 
now graduates. They are more prone to misbehaviour of varying kind, they are less patriotic, 
dishonest, and contribute less to the development of Nigeria. The teaching of citizenship education 
should have been given more priority at the primary and secondary school levels of education, not just 
as a content under some disciplines like social studies, civic education or government. It should have 
been a discipline on its own with more relevant content concerning the country. 

There should have been trained and qualified teachers who should have imparted the 
knowledge to the young ones who will in turn make them viable and enterprising citizens. 
Unfortunately, the teaching of citizenship education is under the shallow knowledge of the teachers. 
Inadequate time for imparting citizenship education course, apart from reducing the four hour credit 
load it used to be, it has again been further reduced from 2 credit load to one without corresponding 
reduction in the topics which this paper feels are inadequate to make an all round citizenship. 
Teachers are always in rush to complete the course content which is not healthy for the essence of its 
introduction. 

Finally, if one of the goals of citizenship education is to serve as a reversal of the colonial 
indoctrination where Nigerians were compelled to accept European values preference and world view, 
then the effect has not been felt, as most of our young ones prefer European values to that of Nigeria. 
Foreign influences gained from films, music and the likes are attracting a lot of attention of the young 
ones. Values relating to dressing, respect for elders, mode of greetings and some vulgarities in their 
spoken languages are some of such traditional behaviour that citizenship education has not been able 
to halt. 
 
Conclusion 

In this paper, contemporary issues in citizenship education were highlighted, and some of the 
challenges in imparting citizenship education brought to the fore. Citizenship education as a discipline 
should be encouraged at all levels of Nigeria education because it has the capacity to combat myriad 
of social ices bedevilling our society currently. The methods of transmitting cultural pattern, fostering 
economic development, national consciousness and patriotism are very much possible with good 
implementation of citizenship education. The young ones should be taught cultural norms and social 
values which their society cherishes and uphold dearly, and would lead them to see the differences 
between them and those of other places, and why they must coexist harmoniously for the progress and 
development of our nation. In view of this, citizenship education should not be seen as a preparation 
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for life but rather it should be seen as life itself hence full utilization and implementation of 
citizenship education in the school curriculum would sustain nation-building. 
 
Recommendations 
Based on the discussion of the paper, the following recommendations are made: 
1. For effective implementation of citizenship education, the federal government should make it 
a core subject to be taught at all levels of education. 
2. Multi-disciplinary approach should be employed as method of teaching citizenship education 
at higher level of education. 
3. Researches should be conducted to identify major problems and support systems that may 
affect citizenship education. To do so, researchers should be encouraged by government to carry out 
meaningful studies. 
4. The school curriculum should be redesigned so as to include citizenship education that would 
give the learners experience needed to achieve national objectives. 
5. Every student should be made to be familiar with the nation’s fundamental documents. 
Students at all levels can profit from the study of exemplary citizenship from the past and the present.  
6. Regular evaluation programme within and outside the school environment should be 
conducted. The result obtained from these assessments would generate opportunities for possible 
improvement. 
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